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come for a change if the promises of the Anglo-
French declaration were to be fulfilled. His
Baghdadi officers, while well aware that it was not
possible for Mesopotamia to stand alone for a con-
siderable time, felt strongly the need of despatch in
the constitution of a National Government, and
perceived clearly that the longer it took to change
the system the greater would be the difficulty in
making the change. This letter was written in such
excellent English that it did not read to me like
a translation, and I thought that Lawrence had
drafted it, while Lord Curzon, conscious of having
gone into the whole question two months before,
and of having approved what he felt to be the
utmost degree of Arab self-government compatible
with military occupation, thought that it savoured
of impertinence. Feisal had not asked for any
answer, and no action was taken on his letter, but
on the 20th June a further despatch from General
Clayton found its way to the Foreign Office in
which he forwarded and supported a similar repre-
sentation from the Baghdadi officers themselves,
who demanded the immediate establishment of a
National Government in Mesopotamia.
This time Lord Curzon agreed that some kind of
answer was desirable, and a suggested reply was
sent over to the India Office for Mr. Montagu's
concurrence. Meanwhile Colonel Wilson had
telegraphed on the Jth June that until the further
status of the Mosul vilayet had been decided in
principle it was difficult, if not impossible, for him
to proceed with the measures of constitutional
organisation which had been approved. He asked
whether he might make an announcement about
Mosul on the sist June. This telegram reached